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VIDEOCONFERENCE OF MINISTERS MEMBER OF THE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE CANADIAN FRANCOPHONIE

FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS WORK TOGETHER FOR THE CANADIAN
FRANCOPHONIE

Ministers responsible for the Canadian Francophonie met by videoconference today to discuss key
issues concerning the Canadian Francophonie.

The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting the Francophone population and the ministers reaffirmed their
commitment to work together to promote the Canadian Francophonie and improve services and
communications in French, especially during emergencies.

Ministers also discussed the shortage of bilingual workers in several Francophone minority communities
and the need to position the Canadian Francophonie as a dynamic player in the post-COVID economic
recovery.

“l would like to thank all the ministers for taking the time to discuss crucial issues facing the Canadian
Francophonie,” said Sonia LeBel, Quebec Minister responsible for the Canadian Francophonie and Co-
Chair of the MCCF. “This situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has presented each of our
governments with many challenges. However, | am very pleased that all the ministers present have
committed to working together to protect the interests, health and safety of Francophones across
Canada. It will be a pleasure to receive them in Quebec City in June 2021, if the public health situation
permits, in order to continue this promising dialogue.”

“Our two official languages are inseparable from our identity, our history and the future of Canada,” said
the MCCF Co-Chair, the Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of Economic Development and Official
Languages. “More than ever, our government wants to contribute to the protection and promotion of
the Canadian Francophonie. We are delighted by this new momentum of cooperation between the



federal government and the provinces and territories. During the pandemic, it is even more important
to protect French language services and to ensure the vitality of official-language minority
communities.”

Despite the cancellation of their annual meeting scheduled for last June, the ministers deemed it
essential to review the evolution of the intergovernmental collaboration that allows them to meet the
growing expectations and needs of Francophone and Acadian communities across the country.

The Ministerial Conference on the Canadian Francophonie, created in 1994, is the only
intergovernmental forum that brings together the ministers responsible for the Canadian Francophonie.
The Conference works for an open, dynamic, and diverse Francophonie that contributes to, and
participates fully in, the growth of Canadian society. For more information, consult the website of the
Ministerial Conference on the Canadian Francophonie at http.//www.cmfc-mccf.ca/.
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